d'art comme portrait explicite de l'artiste: toute oeuvre d'art 
c'est un portrait implicite de l'artiste et de son monde Simon 
Boccanegra c'est un portrait implicite de Giuseppe Verdi et de 
son monde Mathis der Maler c'est un portrait implicite de Paul 
Hindemith et de son monde works of art after all are not found 
along the wayside they are created by the conscious analytical 
human mind some works of art are explicit portraits of the artist 
and of his world and are identified by the artist as such think 
about Gaugin's Self-Portrait with Halo think about Rembrandt's 
Self-Portrait in the Duke of Sutherland Collection on loan to the 
National Gallery of Scotland think about the Rembrandt Self-Portrait 
in the Isabelle Stewart Gardner Museum the empirical prototype of 
the aesthetic representation is in each of the preceding examples 
identified by the artist as such some works of art are explicit 
portraits of the artist and of his world the empirical prototypes 
of the aesthetic representations are not however identified as 
such within the context of the work of art itself think about 
Flaubert's statement "Madame Bovary c'est moi d'après moi" but 
they are identified some works of art are explicit portraits of 
the artist and of his world the empirical prototypes of the aes- 
thetic representations are not however identified as such either 
within the context of the work of art itself or elsewhere think 
about French novels in which the Countess *** takes tea with the 


Duc de *** compositions en abime romans A clef and such and the 


aesthetic appreciation d'une oeuvre d'art: all works of art are 
implicit portraits of the artist and his world without acknowledging 
that fact it is impossible for the spectator to regard a work of art 
an an autonomous aesthetic phenomenon but knowing whether or not a 
work of art is an explicit portrait of the artist and of his world 
is nonprescriptive for the spectator Sainte-Beuve seems to have 
specialized in knowing nonprescriptive information knowing whether 
or not a work of art is an explicit portrait of the artist and of 
his world is interesting it is but nonprescriptive knowing that the 
work of art is an implicit portrait of the artist and of his world 
is interesting it is however not only interesting it is prescriptive. 
(L'Aire: 3-12-76) 





